[Cervix carcinoma: staging, therapy, after-care. Experiences with magnetic resonance tomography of cervix carcinoma based on recent literature 1993 to 1997].
The investigation of cervix carcinoma with magnetic resonance tomography (MRT) is still controversially discussed with regard to its diagnostic value as well as for planning radiation therapy. The purpose of this article is to present and discuss papers published between 1993 and 1997 in this field with respect to the technique used, the contrast media applied and its clinical value. A literature search using three different databases (Medline, Embase, Cancerlit) identified 39 publications, which were then analysed. Despite the partially suboptimal presentation of results in these papers MRT proved superior to other imaging modalities. Due to better demarcation of cervix carcinoma with MRT, it was possible to calculate tumor value as well as to correctly judge the infiltrative character. This allows for a more precise treatment and staging of the patient's prognosis. In the future, MRT might be useful in diagnosing recurrence at relatively early stage. Unfortunately lymphatic nodes can only be insufficiently verified using MRT.